
Asset Searching

International Risk is the leading provider of comprehensive business risk 
solutions, investigations, business intelligence, brand and intellectual 
property protection, crisis containment and related risk advisory services.

International Risk has extensive experience 
in the identification and location of assets 
and advising clients on recovery. Many of our 
asset search investigations are international 
and can be undertaken either overtly or 
discreetly.

We have successfully assisted clients and 
legal advisors in identifying all types of assets; 
both directly and indirectly owned or controlled 
by individuals and/or corporate entities, 
as well as in the design and execution of 
strategies for the recovery of misappropriated 
assets or those assets that satisfy a judgment. 
We also undertake financial worth inquiries 
to support informed corporate decision-
making in relation to potential transactions or 
litigation.

International Risk asset search investigations 
are most frequently required:

■ As part of a fraud, corruption or other financial 
investigation - to locate the proceeds of illegal 
activities so that restitution can be sought

■ As a pre-litigation assessment of assets - 
to determine if the subject/s have sufficient 
assets to make the costs of litigation 
worthwhile

■ As a post-judgement assessment of assets - 
to locate assets to enforce a judgement

■ As part of financial worth enquiries - to 
confirm the veracity of asset claims made by 
another party

■ To help demonstrate dissipation of company 
assets in relation to actual or potential 
provisional liquidations

■ To support negotiations to recover unpaid 
debts

It is important to realise that an asset search 
investigation is not debt collection. Having 
identified assets, further actions – often 
involving the courts – are required to recover 
misappropriated assets or to secure assets to 
satisfy a judgment. 

Our Approach

To assist clients to more effectively 
manage the potential costs of asset search 
investigations, especially those that might 
require work in multiple jurisdictions, 
International Risk adopts a phased approach 
to our investigations. Upon building a 
comprehensive profile of the purported assets 
and business activities of the investigation 
subject/s, we focus on the investigative leads 
which are most likely to yield a successful and 
cost-effective outcome.

Often, the best intelligence as to the type and 
location of assets come from those who know 
the subject/s. Through proper debriefing of 
those familiar with the subject, International 
Risk will secure factual and all-important 
anecdotal information which can provide 
crucial clues as to where the subject/s’ assets 
may be located or have been transferred. 



Comprehensive investigative research adds to 
our knowledge of the subject/s; and in the case 
of individuals, to family members and close 
associates who may control assets that are 
beneficially owned on behalf of the subject/s.

In those investigations where legal access 
to the subject/s’ data storage devices (e.g. 
computers, PDAs, etc.) can be secured, our data 
forensics experts use advanced analytical tools 
to recover and identify relevant data including 
emails, spreadsheets and other documents. This 
data adds breadth to our understanding of the 
assets the subject/s may own or control and the 
methodology that may have been used when 
seeking to conceal their actual ownership of 
assets. 

On-ground field investigations will then be 
undertaken, often discreetly, more fully to identify 
actual or suspected assets. In more complex 
investigations, International Risk analysts will 
also use sophisticated link analysis software to 
map relationships between subjects and assets.

During our investigations, we frequently identify 
bank accounts, securities accounts and offshore 
trust structures; although these accounts can 
only be accessed with legal authority. Once 
these and other potential assets such as 
land, property, shareholdings, vehicles, plant 
and equipment, club/school debentures are 
identified, International Risk will then be in a 
position to work with legal counsel to develop 
and implement strategies for appropriate action 
to further identify assets, to secure their recovery 
and/or to seek settlement.

Related Services

International Risk also provide the following 
investigative services which are often related to 
asset search investigations:

■ Fraud and Corruption Investigations

■ Financial Investigations

■ Litigation Support

■ Data Forensics and Electronic Evidence 
Recovery

International Risk Limited
Our People
International Risk has a team of seasoned 
professionals with multi-disciplinary skills and 
broad-based experience in conducting asset 
search investigations and other investigative 
assignments.  Located at strategic locations 
throughout the world including Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, Tokyo, Singapore 
and the United States, Europe, India, South 
America and other locations, our professionals are 
drawn from the senior ranks of law enforcement, 
academic analysts, economic researchers, forensic 
accountants, computer crime and information 
technology specialists and investigative journalists.  
In addition, we have access to a very large network 
of additional resources across the world, including 
through sister companies of our holding company, 
FTI Consulting Inc.

International Risk & Investigations
International Risk is an FTI Company 

How to Contact Us
We are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
We are only a phone call away and will be pleased to 
discuss your asset search investigation requirements 
or provide further information on our broad suite of 
services and capabilities:

24-hour Crisis Hotline (852) 9196-2350
Website www.intl-risk.com

Corporate Headquarters 
Hong Kong
Main number (852) 2501-5233
Steve Vickers (852) 3120-8688
David Holloway (852) 3120-8628

Tokyo
Main number (81) 3-5369-3939
Stuart Witchell (81) 3-5369-3933
Masashi Niwa (81) 3-5369-3932

Singapore
Main number (65) 6324-2040
Anthony Hsu (65) 6324-2046

San Francisco
Main number (1) 925-974-3587
Michael di Pretoro (1) 925-788-7092

Beijing
Main number (86) 10-8526-1111
Steven Shi (86) 10-8526-1118

Shanghai
Bob Youill (86) 21-5108-8002
Andres Gentry (86) 21-5108-8002
 


